
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

joined 

BSDB-BSCB 

Spring Meeting 

Warwick 

10ï13 April 2016 

 

Winter 2015 

Vol.36 No.1+2 
BSDB 
Newsletter 

British Society for Developmental Biology 
www.bsdb.org 

  

BSDB Autumn 

Meeting 

 Edinburgh 

28-30 Aug 2016 

Using chimaeras to 

study developmental 

processes 
 

http://www.bsdb.org/


  - 1 -    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

As you might have noticed, there was no 
BSDB summer newsletter this year. The 
reason for this is that the BSDB committee has 
taken the sensible decision to reduce them to 
one edition a year. Newsletters clearly do no 
longer play the same role as they used to. In 
times of the internet, they are no longer 
needed to update members on new 
developments of society matters or in the area 
of Developmental Biology. This is now done far 
better through the BSDB website and through 
The Node (also see page 9). However, we feel 
that providing an overview of the year still is a 
service we owe to BSDB members, and which 
might provide an informative document also for 
future generations.  

This year, the BSDB has implemented the new 
Cheryll Tickle Prize and we proudly 
announce Abigail Tucker as the well-
deserved inaugural Awardee of 2016 (page 
14). This prize is for outstanding women in 
their mid-career and our chair, Ottoline 
Leyser, explains the underlying rationale in her 
welcome note (page 2). As usual, this issue 
contains the reports by our secretary Kim 
Dale (page 3), meetings officer Joshua 
Brickman (page 4), treasurer Chris Thompson 
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(page 7), communications officer (page 9) 
and, for the first time, a joined note by our 
graduate student rep Alexandra Ashcroft 
and postdoc rep Michelle Ware who explain 
to us their plans to improve services for 
young BSDB members (page 10). We 
congratulate all BSDB awardees of 2015 
(page 6), introduce our new committee 
members (page 11) and present Ana 
Ribeiro's report of the Autumn Meeting 2015 
(page 5). Claudio Stern makes an important 
case for promoting developmental 
biologists for prizes and politically important 
memberships (to which the BSDB committee 
is responding already; page 16), and we 
explain our recent decision to become a full 
member of the Royal Society of Biology 
(page 16). Finally, we present four reports of 
the 2015 Gurdon/The Company of 
Biologists Summer Studentship awardees 
which clearly demonstrate the success of this 
scheme (page 17). 

I hope you enjoy this issue and, in the name 
of the BSDB committee, would like to wish 
you a happy and successful new year 2016. 

Andreas Prokop (Communications officer)   
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Itôs been another excellent year for the 
BSDB, and you can read all about it in 
the newsletter reports of the BSDB 
officers. For me, a highlight was Lewis 
Wolpertôs inspirational Waddington 
Medal Lecture at the spring meeting. 
Altogether, it was a very successful 
meeting, and it was great to see so 
many people contributing to the AGM 
and volunteering to serve on the 
BSDB Committee. I would like to 
thank Malcolm Logan, Andy 
Chalmers, Lynda Erskine, Jenny 
Nichols and Magdelena Stasiulewicz, 
who stepped down this year for their 
excellent service. I am delighted to 
welcome Alexandra Ashcroft, Alistair 
McGregor, Berenika Plusa, Tristan 
Rodriguez and Rita Sousa-Nunes, 
who have been elected to replace 
them (see page 11). 

An unexpectedly controversial topic on 
the agenda was the announcement of 
the institution of a new BSDB medal, 
named after Cheryll Tickle (see page 
14). The Medal will be awarded 
annually to a mid-career, female 
scientist for her outstanding 
achievements in the field of 
Developmental Biology (for this year's 
winner see page 14). For some, 
awards for women in science are 
ironically patronizing, suggesting that 
women need special treatment and 
implying that they canôt succeed on 
equal terms. It would, of course, be 
better if there was no need for such 
awards. But in the current 
circumstances in biology, where there 
are essentially as many women as 
men at PhD and post-doctoral level, 
the question as to why they 
progressively disappear along the rest 
of the academic career path must be 
addressed.  

The answer to this question is 
multifaceted, but of particular 
importance, much of the evidence I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

have seen suggests that women 
simply donôt apply for PI positions. 
They choose other options. There are 
many interesting and rewarding 
career options open to researchers. 
Former members of my group are 
now enjoying careers in teaching, 
industry, publishing, science 
administration, and science policy. 
For example one of them is currently 
the policy analyst for the House of 
Lords Science and Technology 
Committee. So if there are so many 
interesting alternatives, why are they 
disproportionately taken up by 
women and not by men? Again, there 
is not a single simple answer to this 
question, but I think a large part of it 
comes down to the perception in 
most of our labs that a research 
career in academia is the only one 
worth having. Succeeding in 
academia is perceived as highly 
competitive, and if you move into a 
different career it is because you 
have lost the competition and failed 
at research science. In our culture, 
losing is much harder for men to 
accept than for women. Instead, for 
women, a lifetime working in that sort 
of environment, where success is so 
narrowly defined, looks unattractive. 
To sum it up, as I have said before, 
women are too scared to stay in and 
men are too scared to get out. Career 
decisions motivated by fear are not 
good, especially when we are talking 
about science, which is truly a joy. 

The solution to this part of the 
problem requires two things. The first 
is that the value of the many career 
options open to researchers must be 
celebrated, supporting researchers at 
all career stages from student to 
professor, to make decisions about 
what to do next based on considered 
positive choices of what they really 
want. Any suggestions for what the 

Chair's welcome note by Ottoline Leyser 
 

ñéa new BSDB 
medal...will be 

awarded annually to a 
mid-career, female 

scientist for her 
outstanding 

achievements in the 
field of Developmental 

Biologyò 
 

ñ...in the current 
circumstances in 

biology, where there 
are essentially as 

many women as men 
at PhD and post-

doctoral level, the 
question as to why 
they progressively 

disappear along the 
rest of the academic 
career path must be 

addressed.ò 
 

ñIn our culture, losing 
is much harder for 

men to accept than for 
women. Instead, for 

women, a lifetime 
working in that sort of 

environment, where 
success is so 

narrowly defined, 
looks unattractive.ò 
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announce that the first winner of the 
Cheryll Tickle Award is Abigail Tucker 
(see page 14). Again, I encourage you 
all to come to the Spring meeting to 
listen to Abigailôs medal talk and share 
with her the honour of being presented 
with her medal by Cheryll herself. 
Lastly, I encourage you all to send in 
nominations for the 2016 Beddington 
Medal for PhD dissertations which 
were defended during 2015. A Happy 
New Year, and see you in Warwick in 
April 2016. 
 
Kim Dale 

Secretary's report by Kim Dale 

Another wonderful year for the Society 
in terms of membership, medal 
nominations and indeed medal 
winners. Since March 2015, we have 
had 51 new applications. The current 
membership stands at 1287. The 
nominations for the 2016 Waddington 
Medal were outstanding again this 
year. The voting was completed on 
schedule and I invite you to all come 
along to the Spring meeting to hear 
what will be a spectacular talk by the 
worthy winner. The voting for the 
inaugural 2016 Cheryll Tickle Medal 
(see the article in this issue) was also 
completed on schedule.  We proudly 

Conference and travel grants 

" Since March 2015, 
we have had 51 new 

applications. The 
current membership 

stands at 1287." 

Full members: £35 per annum 

Students: £15 per annum (as long as you have student status, max. for 4 years) 

Student members that joined the Society in 2012 are reminded to upgrade their 
subscription to the full member rate of £35. 

Subscription information 

 

Members can apply for BSDB Conference Grants to attend BSDB-sponsored 
meetings, for The Company of Biologists Travel Grants to attend meetings 
and courses outside the UK, and the Louie Hamilton Fund provides travel 
support for handicapped members. For an overview visit the membership area 
on the BSDB.org site. 
 
 

 

 

BSDB conference 
grant application 

deadline for the joint 
Spring Meeting 

2016: Sunday 31
st
 of 

January 2016 

Note, that only 
BSDB members 

paying the correct 
subscription to the 

Society will be 
eligible for a Travel 

Grant. 

 

 

BSDB can do to encourage this 
culture change would be welcome. 
The second is that diversity in the 
academic career path must be 
welcomed and supported. This 
provides role models for more junior 
researchers, and a much-needed 
reminder that there is more than one 
way to excel. The Cheryll Tickle 
award is part of this endeavor. It 

would be great if in a decade it made 
sense to stop awarding the Medal 
only to women, and start awarding it 
more generally for diversity. In the 
mean time, I look forward to 
celebrating the many contributions of 
women to our field. 
 

Ottoline Leyser 

ñAny suggestions for 
what the BSDB can 

do to encourage this 
culture change would 

be welcome." 
 

http://bsdb.org/membership/#conference
http://bsdb.org/membership/#travel
http://bsdb.org/membership/#Hamilton
http://bsdb.org/membership/
http://bsdb.org/membership/#conference
http://bsdb.org/membership/#conference
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Meeting Officer's report by Joshua Brickman 

The Autumn Meeting 2016 will be a 
specialised conference entitled "Using 
chimeras as a tool to study 
developmental processes". It is being 
organised by Jenny Nichols and Tristan 
Rodriguez and will take place in 
Edinburgh (28-30 Aug 2016). The list of 
speakers includes Richard Gardner, 
Janet Rossant, Liz Robertson, Hiro 
Nakauchi, Ginny Papaioannou, Martin 
Johnson and many more.  There will 
also be a special issue of the Royal 
Societyôs Phil Transactions B based 
around the meeting.   

The Spring Meeting 2017 is well 
underway, and will be a three way 
meeting, joint with the BSCB and the 
Genetics Society.  The Autumn 
Meeting 2017 will be joined with the 
Scandinavian Societies for 
Developmental Biology. For updates on 
these meetings, see the BSDB 
meetings page.     

Please, contact me if you are interested 
in organising a future Autumn 
Meeting, as we have currently nothing 
planned beyond 2017. They can either 
be joint with foreign societies and take 
place abroad or in the UK, or have a 
specialised focus and take place in the 
UK. 

Joshua Brickman 

This past year we once again have put 
together two very successful meetings.  
Our Spring Meeting 2015 was held 
jointly with the BSCB in April in 
Warwick and was organized by Jo 
Begbie and Jenny Nichols for us, and 
Catherine Nobes and Grant Wheeler 
for the BSCB. They have all done a 
fantastic job!  

The Autumn Meeting 2015 took place 
in early October and was joined with 
the Spanish and Portuguese Societies 
of Developmental Biology. It took place 
in a fantastic location, a seaside resort 
in the Algarve, Portugal (see page 5).  
It was also a big success and our 
thanks go out to the organizers 
António Jacinto (SPDB), Domingos 
Henrique (SPSB), Miguel Manzanares 
(SEBD), and Kate Storey (BSDB).  For 
the third year in a row, our Autumn 
Meeting did well enough financially so 
that we did not need to spend any of 
the 8 K we normally allocate for these 
meetings.  In fact they have all made a 
modest profit. While I do not think that 
it is essential that these meetings 
make money, it is nice that the last 
three have, and it certainly allows us to 
be more generous with conference 
grants, which we were: we gave 25 
travel awards and The Company of 
Biologists gave the meeting an 
additional 10. The breakdown of 
participants showed a large UK 
turnout, with 65 out of 186 (including 
speakers).   

Our Spring Meeting 2016 in Warwick 
is rapidly approaching.  This will be 
another completely integrated meeting 
with the BSCB.  Our organisers are 
Sally Lowell and Anna Philpott and the 
BSCB organizers are Buzz Baum and 
Silke Robatzek.  This meeting will 
feature a new program in which the 
student symposium is slotted into the 
middle of the meeting.  We will also 
have plenaries at the beginning and 
end, as well as new awards session for 
woman in science.  The dates are 10-
13 April and abstract submission is 
now open. 

"Our Spring Meeting 
2016 in Warwick is 

rapidly approaching. 
The dates are 10-13 

April and abstract 
submission is now 

open." 

" The Autumn Meeting 
2016 will be a 

specialised 
conference entitled 

"Using chimeras as a 
tool to study 

developmental 
processes". It ... will 

take place in 
Edinburgh (28-30 

Aug. 2016). ... For 
updates on these 
meetings, see the 

BSDB meetings 
page." 

Ideas for a meeting? 

A major task of the 
BSDB Committee is 
to host high quality 
scientific meetings.  

We welcome 
therefore suggestions 

of future topics for 
Autumn Meetings. 

Simply contact: 
meetings@bsdb.org 

http://bsdb.org/meetings/
http://bsdb.org/meetings/
http://thenode.biologists.com/bsdbbscb-spring-meeting-2015-report/events/
http://www.spbd.pt/index.php/events/21-events-more-information/65-2015-meeting
http://bsdb.org/membership/#conference
http://bsdb.org/membership/#conference
http://www.bscb-bsdb-meetings.co.uk/9253
http://www.bscb-bsdb-meetings.co.uk/9331
http://www.bscb-bsdb-meetings.co.uk/9331
http://www.bscb-bsdb-meetings.co.uk/9331
http://bsdb.org/meetings/
http://bsdb.org/meetings/
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Science on the Beach: report of the joined 
BSDB/SEBD/SPBD Autumn Meeting by Ana Ribeiro 

an alternative model to study early mammalian 
development. Andrew Johnson showed that 
axolotl, an organism without extraembryonic 
tissues, can be used to study later roles of the 
pluripotency factor Nanog. 

The regulation of neuronal differentiation was 
also the focus of several talks. Kate Storey 
showed how differentiating neurons in the chick 
neural tube undergo apical abscission and 
revealed new evidence for the involvement of 
microtubule dynamics and adhesion molecules in 
this process. Also in the chick neural tube, Elisa 
Marti presented work on the role of Shh 
signalling in the decision to proliferate or 
differentiate and showed that the subcellular 
localisation of several Shh pathway components 
contributes for this decision. Anna Philpott also 
talked about division/differentiation in the nervous 
system and the regulation of proneural factor 
activity by phosphorylation in Xenopus. François 
Guillemot highlighted the role of the proneural 
factor Ascl1 in adult brain neurogenesis and how 
modulation of Ascl1 stability affects the balance 
between quiescence and differentiation. The talk 
by Alexandre Raposo was also on Ascl1 and its 
function promoting chromatin accessibility during 
neurogenesis. 

The link between adult neural stem cells and 
cancer was discussed by two drosophilists. 
Cláudia Barros is using a fly brain tumour model 
to identify new factors involved in tumour 
initiation, while Rita Sousa-Nunes is using this 
model to study the interaction between tumour 
cells and the microenvironment. 

Moving away from neural lineages, we also heard 
about regulation of proliferation, differentiation 
and cell movement of presomitic mesoderm 
progenitors from Leonor Saúde and single cell 
oscillators as components of the segmentation 
clock during somitogenesis from Andrew Oates. 

Later in development, the formation of the inner 
ear lumen in zebrafish was introduced by Berta 

A Portuguese, a Spanish and a British person meet 
in a baré and start discussing developmental 
biology. This may sound like the beginning of a 
joke, but in fact happened during the Joint Meeting 
of the Portuguese, Spanish and British Societies for 
Developmental Biology, which took place in 
Algarve, Portugal, in early October. The meeting 
venue, besides having the aforementioned bar, was 
also closely located to the beach, which we were 
able to enjoy thanks to a pleasant weather. Some 
of the participants also took advantage of the 
beautiful and family-friendly location to bring their 
own families. Nevertheless, the scientific talks and 
poster sessions still managed to draw the 
participants away from the seaside. 

The meeting started with early development, with a 
plenary lecture on the principles of pluripotency 
presented by Austin Smith. The lecture focused 
on the ongoing quest to establish human naïve 
embryonic stem cells in vitro independently of 
pluripotency transgenes, showing the progresses 
achieved so far and presenting the challenges that 
still need to be overcome.  

The transition from pluripotency to lineage 
commitment was explored by Sally Lowell, whose 
work identified some of the factors that prime cells 
for differentiation and revealed a role for adhesion 
molecules in the decision to differentiate. Berenika 
Plusa presented the advantages of using rabbit as 

On 7-10 Oct 2015 the Joint meeting of the BSDB with the Spanish and Portuguese Societies of 
Developmental Biology took place on a sea side resort of the Algarve in Portugal, organised by 

António Jacinto, Domingos Henrique, Miguel Manzanares, Josh Brickman and Kate Storey. Please 

read this meeting report by Ana Ribeiro which was first published on The Node. 

http://www.spbd.pt/index.php/events/21-events-more-information/65-2015-meeting
http://www.spbd.pt/index.php/events/21-events-more-information/65-2015-meeting
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ana_Ribeiro45
http://thenode.biologists.com/joint-meeting-of-the-portuguese-spanish-and-british-societies-for-developmental-biology/events/
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The meeting included many other exciting talks 
that have not been reported here. Overall, the 
meeting programme showcased the diversity of 
the developmental biology field in terms of 
subjects and model systems. The meeting also 
achieved a perfect gender balance among 
speakers - 17 female and 17 male speakers. 
Outside the lecture hall, scientific discussions 
continued throughout the free afternoons and 
outdoor poster sessions while enjoying the warm 
weather. And, of course, in the bar. 

As the meeting came to an end, the sunny 
weather turned into a rainy storm, which made 
the departure a little less sorrowful. 

Ana Ribeiro 
 

Alsina, revealing that mitotic cell rounding and 
epithelial thinning regulate lumen expansion. Juan 
R. Martinez-Morales talked about optic cup 
morphogenesis in zebrafish, showing that both rim 
involution and basal constriction contribute to cup 
folding. Zebrafish embryos were also the stars in 
the beautiful movies shown by Claudia Linker, 
whose work combined live imaging with cell 
ablation to test the role of leader, follower and pre-
migratory cells in the collective migration of neural 
crest cells. 

At the chromatin level, Ana Pombo proposed that 
the priming of developmental genes for future 
expression in embryonic stem cells involves the 
Polycomb complex, a specific modification of the 
RNA polymerase II and local transcript 
degradation. Rui Martinho showed how chromatin 
remodelling is involved in the transcriptional 
reactivation of the Drosophila oocyte during 
meiosis. Javier Lopez-Rios presented his work on 
a limb-specific enhancer responsible for the spatial 
differences in Ptch1 expression between mice and 
bovine, which underlies their distinct limb anatomy.  

The meeting ended with a plenary talk by Moisés 
Mallo, who presented his work on Gdf11 as the 
coordinator of the trunk to tail decision during 
vertebrate embryogenesis and revealed an 
unexpected role for a pluripotency gene in trunk 
specification. 

The BSDB congratulates its Awardees in 2015 

¶ BSDB Waddington Award winner: Lewis Wolpert (UCL, London); watch his Waddington medal 
lecture either on YouTube, and read the interview performed by The Node. 

¶ BSDB Beddington Award winner: John Robert Davis (then at Kings, London with Brian Stramer, 
now at CRUK/Crick, London, with Nic Tapon); watch his Beddington medal lecture on YouTube, 
and read an interview with John performed by The Node. 

¶ 1st BSDB PhD Poster Prize winner (visit to 2015 SDB meeting, Utah): Wendy Gu (Univ Cambridge, 
with M Landgraf; ñThe role of Wnt5 ligand and the Ryk family Wnt receptors in positioning neurites 
along the anteroposterior axis of the developing Drosophila ventral nerve cordñ; read an interview 
by The Node. 

¶ Runners Up for PhD Poster Prize (sponsored by Nat Rev Mol Cell Biol): Sebastian Judd-Mole 
(Ã200 prize; Monash Univ, with RB Burke; ñFunctional characterisation of voltage gated chloride 
channel proteins in Drosophilañ) ǒ Jingchao Zhang (£150 prize; SCRM, Univ Edinburgh, with I 
Chambers; ñInteractions between Otx2 and Nanog regulates self-renewal networkñ) ǒ Hannah 
Roddie (Ã150 prize; Univ Sheffield, with IR Evans; ñThe apoptotic cell receptor Simu is required for 
normal inflammatory responses in Drosophila embryosñ) 

¶ PostDoc Prizes (Sponsored by Gene Tools): Monica Faronato (£150 prize; Imperial College, 
London, with L Magnani; ñDMXL2 regulates Notch in endocrine resistant breast cancerñ) ǒ Andrew 
Bailey (£150 prize; NIMR/Crick, London, with AP Gould; ñAn antioxidant role for lipid droplets in a 
stem cell niche of Drosophilañ) 

¶ Gurdon Summer Studentship Awardees: see page 17 

 

http://bsdb.org/awards/the-waddington-medal/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Wolpert
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pAvvGo3np8
http://dev.biologists.org/content/142/15/2547.full
http://bsdb.org/awards/the-beddington-medal/
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/John_Robert_Davis
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/lsm/research/divisions/randall/research/sections/motility/stramer/index.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ls9bp98TxOo
http://thenode.biologists.com/interview-with-beddington-medal-winner-john-robert-davis/interview/
http://www.zoo.cam.ac.uk/directory/dr-matthias-landgraf
http://thenode.biologists.com/interview-with-bsdb-poster-winner-wendy-gu/interview/
https://sites.google.com/site/burkeresearchgroup/home/our-people
http://www.crm.ed.ac.uk/research/group/embryonic-stem-cell-biology
http://www.crm.ed.ac.uk/research/group/embryonic-stem-cell-biology
http://iwanrevans.weebly.com/lab-members.html
http://iwanrevans.weebly.com/lab-members.html
http://www.imperial.ac.uk/people/l.magnani
https://www.crick.ac.uk/research/a-z-researchers/researchers-d-h/alex-gould/
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Treasurer's report by Christopher Thompson 

are not normally part of our budget. 
This investment was in part offset by 
the success of our regular Autumn 
Meeting 2014 (held in Norwich; see 
page 5f.) in which we were not required 
to provide any support due to the 
success of the organisers in acquiring 
sponsorship. Indeed, the great efforts 
of our conference organisers in 
general, both to raise income via 
sponsorship and by keeping costs 
under control, means the Spring 
Meeting 2014 (Warwick) also returned 
income to the Society (£4,527). 
Furthermore, the financial reserves of 
the Society are invested in Baillie 
Gifford and L&G funds and, overall, 
these did well over the last 12 months 
(increasing in value by ~18K). Bearing 
in mind that we also continued with our 
commitment to fund 10 Gurdon 
Summer Studentships (at a cost of 
£14,400) for the second time (see page 
17), the Society maintains an almost 
balanced budget and continues to 
have a very healthy reserve. This 
suggests that we can continue to 
support new expenditure in a 
sustainable fashion, cope with 
unforeseen events (e.g., cancellation of 
a meeting) and, indeed, invest in new 
activities to promote developmental 
biology. Our overall solid financial 
health means that we can do this 
without any significant threat to the 
core business of the Society.  

Christopher Thompson 
16 October 2015 

 

The last year has again been a 
successful one. The Society awarded 
a record number of 122 grants to 
allow members to attend BSDB 
meetings (83 to the Spring meeting 
2014 in Warwick, 39 to the November 
ISD Meeting 2014 in London) at a total 
cost of £56,165. This expenditure was 
partly offset by the income the Society 
received from its membership 
(£34,093), which is slightly lower than 
last year. Paying membership currently 
stands at around 1300 members, with 
around 900 full and 400 student 
members. The Society also receives a 
sum from the The Company of 
Biologists, which provides for the 
running of the Society (£35,000) and 
an amount (£35,000) to spend on The 
Company of Biologists/BSDB travel 
awards to enable our members to 
attend overseas meetings. Over the 
last year we gave out all of these 
awards that were budgeted (£35,005), 
reflecting both the high demand for the 
awards and our relatively good 
financial position, with awards being 
made to all eligible applicants. In total 
82 The Company of Biologists/BSDB 
travel awards were made 2014-15. It 
should be noted from the accounts that 
we made an overall loss of £16K on 
the year. This loss is largely due to our 
investment in an additional meeting, 
the ISD meeting held in London in 
November 2014. This meeting was a 
unique event, attracting some of the 
top Developmental Biologists in the 
world to the UK, and thus provided an 
excellent opportunity to support our 
membership. This support came in the 
form of 39 additional travel awards that 

"The Society awarded 
a record number of 
122 grants to allow 
members to attend 

BSDB meetings." 

"Paying membership 
currently stands at 

around 1300 
members" 

"...the Society 
maintains an almost 

balanced budget and 
continues to have a 

very healthy reserve. 
This suggests that we 

can continue to 
support new 

expenditure in a 
sustainable fashion, 

cope with unforeseen 
events ... and, indeed, 
invest in new activities 

to promote 
developmental 

biology." 

The BSDB gratefully 
acknowledges the continuing 
financial support of The 
Company of Biologists Ltd 
(CoB). 

www.biologists.com 

http://www.biologists.com/
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BSDB communication by Andreas Prokop 

"...you will stay best 

informed about BSDB 

matters by 

subscribing to email 

notifications on our 

bsdb.org site." 

 

fortnight). For those of you who use 
Twitter, please, help dissemination by 
tweeting our news posts to your 
followers using the #BSDB hashtag. 

(2) In early 2015, the joint 
BSDB/BSCB's committee decided to 
film the medal award lectures at Spring 
Meetings (a decision that was upheld 
on the joint officers meeting in 
November). The award lecture videos 
from the last Spring Meeting were 
uploaded on our new BSDB YouTube 
channel. They can also be viewed in 
the "Awards" area of our website and 
the Waddington medal talks are linked 
out on Wikipedia. If you have not done 
so already, please have a look at the 
excellent captures of Lewis Wolpert's 
Waddington Medal talk and John Davis' 
Beddington Medal lecture.  

(3) Finally, the 70th BSDB anniversary 
will be in 2018, and the Spring Meeting 
of that year will be organised by the 
BSDB alone. We will therefore have the 
opportunity to look into the history of 
developmental biology in general 
and/or in the UK, as well as to look 
back at 7 decades of the BSDB and its 
precursor organisations. To engage on 
that path, I have been in contact with 
numerous early members of the society 
who helped with information that 
enabled us, for example, to reconstruct 
the now almost complete sequence of 
former presidents/chairs. I could also 
dig out substantial archive materials, 
part of which were used for the BSDB 
history article by Jonathan Slack. 
However, we need help. Therefore, if 
you are interested (or know someone 
who is) to sight and evaluate the 
materials and/or help us digitalise a 
selection of important documents, such 
as newsletters or conference 
programmes, please get in touch with 
me:Tel. +44(0)161-2751556/7 or email 
Andreas.Prokop@manchester.ac.uk. 

Andreas Prokop    

(1) With the help of Lorna Tittle, our 
bsdb.org website has now been fully 
installed including the updated Canvas 
scheme which essentially improves the 
display on mobile devices. 
Furthermore, we bought in Securi 
services to protect our site against 
attacks, of which we unfortunately 
suffered one in November. Many minor 
changes were introduced. For 
example, the "Membership" area has 
been revamped and all grant 
information is now easily accessible on 
one single page; under the "About us" 
tab there is now more detailed 
information on BSDB committee 
members, we invite members to 
promote the BSDB in their institutions 
(posters can be downloaded), and 
images can be downloaded to 
acknowledge BSDB/The Company of 
Biologists grant support; we introduced 
a "Meetings" tab which informs 
primarily about future BSDB meetings 
and keeps track of past conferences. 
With about 1000 users and 3000 views 
since summer (overwhelming majority 
from the US followed by the UK), the 
user statistics of our page are 
reasonable, especially when 
considering that The Node now covers 
many of the topics that would 
otherwise be within the remit of the 
BSDB. This means in no way 
competition, and our collaboration with 
The Company of Biologists, in 
particular also Catarina Vicente at The 
Node, remains outstanding. However, 
it means that the use of our site mainly 
restricts to society-specific information 
and news posts. If you follow The 
Node you will have noticed that some 
of the BSDB news posts are being 
mirrored there to reach a wider 
audience. However, you will stay best 
informed about BSDB matters by 
subscribing to email notifications 
on our bsdb.org site. For this, simply 
enter your email address in the 3rd item 
of the right hand side bar and emails 
will be sent to you whenever there is a 
new post (rarely more than one per 

"The award lecture 

videos from the last 

Spring Meeting were 

uploaded on our new 

BSDB YouTube 

channel." 

"...if you are 

interested ...to sight 

and evaluate the [the 

BSDB archive] 

materials and/or help 

us digitalise a 

selection of important 

documents, such as 

newsletters..., please 

get in touch [Tel. 

+44(0)161-

2751556/7; 

Andreas.Prokop 

@manchester.ac.uk]"   
 

"For those of you who 
use Twitter, please, 
help us by tweeting 

our news posts to 
your followers using 

the #BSDB hashtag." 

http://bsdb.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8DvFwZc3EYftzNjXqy_ftQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8DvFwZc3EYftzNjXqy_ftQ
http://bsdb.org/awards/
http://bsdb.org/about-us/
http://bsdb.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Slack_history-BSDB.pdf
http://bsdb.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Slack_history-BSDB.pdf
http://bsdb.org/
http://bsdb.org/membership/
http://bsdb.org/about-us/
http://bsdb.org/meetings/
http://thenode.biologists.com/
http://bsdb.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8DvFwZc3EYftzNjXqy_ftQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8DvFwZc3EYftzNjXqy_ftQ
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¶ The Spring Meeting 2016 will have 
science breakfasts with prominent 
scientists in the field - including 
our own society chair Ottoline 
Leyser! 

¶ The 2016 graduate student 
seminar at the Spring Meeting will 
have a revamped format to 
increase the number of speakers.  

¶ The 2017 graduate student 
seminar at the Spring Meeting will 
be replaced by a graduate student 
and early postdoc seminar.  

¶ We are liaising with the BSCB reps 
to revamp the graduate student 
and postdoc social at the Spring 
Meeting 2016.  

¶ We are investigating the logistics 
of introducing sustainable student 
and postdoc training days. 

¶ We are planning to set up a 
graduate student and postdoc 
information page on the BSDB 
website.   

¶ We are investigating the logistics 
of setting up a developmental 
biology mentoring network.  

If you are interested in giving talks or 
mentoring, please contact Alex at 
students@bsdb.org  or Michelle at 
postdocs@bsdb.org. Your comments 
or suggestions on any other matters 
are also welcomed. We look forward to 
hearing from you, and don't forget to 
join us on facebook. 

Alexandra Ashcroft & Michelle Ware 

 

BSDB Graduate & Postdoc Rep report  
by Alex Ashcroft & Michelle Ware 

As the graduate and postdoc 
representatives, we are eager to 
ascertain what exactly the student and 
postdoc members of the BSDB would 
like to get out of the society so that we 
can advocate for your needs. 
Therefore, we conducted a survey 
which was well responded to - thanks 
again to everyone who participated!  

The survey results were published in 
a recent news post. Some clear trends 
emerged, such as a desire for more 
transferable, professional development 
at the annual Spring Meeting and 
beyond. The survey results were 
discussed in detail at the last 
committee meeting and we are 
extremely excited to now make 
changes that we hope will benefit the 
future generation of developmental 
biologists.  

The changes we are making to the 
Spring Meeting's Careers Session 
are particularly exciting. This session 
will be a 2.5 hours round-table 
discussion. Students and postdocs will 
be able to sign up for these tables to 
discuss with experts and role models 
in and outside of academia as well as 
science communication. Keep an eye 
on facebook and the Spring Meeting 
2016 website for updates on 
confirmed speakers and sign-up 
opportunities! 

Here we briefly explain some 
additional changes which have been 
decided so far: 

"The changes we are 
making to the Spring 

Meeting's Careers 
Session are 

particularly exciting... 
Keep an eye on 

facebook and the 
Spring Meeting 2016 
website for updates 

on confirmed 
speakers and sign-up 

opportunities!" 
 

Information about the BSDB committee members is given on the BSDB website. The current members 
are: Ottoline Leyser (Cambridge; 2014-2019; chair) ǒ Kim Dale (Dundee; 2013-2018; secretary) ǒ Josh 
Brickman (Edinburgh/Copenhagen; 2013-2018; meetings) ǒ Christopher Thompson (Manchester; 
2014-2019; treasurer) ǒ Andreas Prokop (Manchester; 2013-2018; communications) ǒ Alexandra 
Ashcroft (Cambridge; 2015-2017; graduate representative) ǒ Michelle Ware (group of Jenny Morton in 
Cambridge; 2015-2018; postdoc representative) ǒ Anna Philpott (Cambridge; 2012-2017) ǒ Jo Begbie 
(Oxford; 2012-2017) ǒ Henry Roehl (Sheffield; 2012-2017) ǒ Sally Lowell (Edinburgh; 2013-2018) ǒ 
Andy Oates (London; 2014-2019) ǒ Megan Davey (Edinburgh; 2014-2019) ǒ Alistair McGregor 
(Oxford; 2015-2020) ǒ Berenika Plusa (Manchester; 2015-2020) ǒ Tristan Rodriguez (London; 2015-

2020) ǒ Rita Sousa-Nunes (London; 2015-2020) 

BSDB committee members 

 

Alexandra Ashcroft 

Michelle Ware 

mailto:students@bsdb.org
mailto:postdocs@bsdb.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2204017190
http://bsdb.org/2015/11/20/postdoc-and-postgraduate-survey-results/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2204017190
http://www.bscb-bsdb-meetings.co.uk/9253
http://www.bscb-bsdb-meetings.co.uk/9253

